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FIGHTING BACK

DUNDEE WORKERS RESISTING THE RECESSION

Workers in Dundee have oc-
cupied the packaging plant
where they worked after bosses
laid them off.

The group were employed at the
Prisme packaging factory, and
were told that they were being
terminated with immediate effect
and no redundancy pay. After
demanding a document with full
details of their rights, bosses de-
livered a letter detailing the law
on statutory redundancy pay but
adding “Unfortunately, we do not
have any money to make these
payments to you.” The company
is not in receivership, and as a
result, the workers occupied the
factory, locking up its equipment
to make sure they get a proper
payoff.

The action follows a series of oc-
cupations around the world as the
recession bites. From New York
to the Ukraine, and from Water-
ford to Derry, workers facing re-
dundancy with paltry payoffs or
none at all have defended them-
selves by taking over their work-
places and making demands. In
the words of one of the Dundee
occupiers, “We want to make
other employers think twice be-
fore they make people like us re-
dundant. If 12 of us can do it then
anybody can, and we will hold
out for as long as it takes.”

Actions needn’t be as spectacu-
lar as occupations to get results.
To defend ourselves effectively
all we need is conydence in our-
selves and our workmates, and the
understanding that our needs and

the needs of our bosses aren’t the
same. Our bosses’ interests aren’t
to look after us, but to keep proyts
up. We don’t get them to give us
what we need by trusting them,
but by leaving them no choice.

The workers request solidarity and donations be sent to the occupation. Contact 07970875455

INSIDE: Struggle in Greece, Glasgow schools campaign, attacks on claimants & more
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Despitel 'several. months passing: since
the insurrectionary events of'the “Greek

. soclal discontent and work-

Ing class resistance are still very: much
alive amongst the youth and workers: of
Greece. March has been characterised
by continuing occupations, street battles
and clashes with fascist forces.

BREAKDOWN OF EVENTS:

*4th March - In response to a fascist hand
grenade attack against an immigrant so-
cial centre on the night of February 24th
(which fortunately claimed no victims)
anti-fascists take to the streets. The march
erupts into extended street battles between
protesters and provocative riot police forc-
es deployed to attack the demo. During
the clashes that spread throughout the city
centre several banks and expensive shops
are destroyed, while protesters break into
the ofyces of Golden Dawn [Xrysi Avgi]
the neonazi parastate organisation respon-
sible for numerous assassination attempts
against immigrants, anarchists and the left.
The ofyces are torched to the ground.

Friday 6th March - The three month an-
niversary of Alexandros Grigoropoulosd
murder. Protesters occupy the metro/ISAP
station of Attiki, a central transit station be-
tween the two urban rail systems. All ticket
machines are disabled so that transport is
rendered free of charge. Later that same af-
ternoon a march takes to the streets to pro-
test against the chain of organised fascist
attacks against the Pakistani community in
the area. Activists gather at the site of Al-
exandros’ murder in the evening. The local
riot squad is attacked with molotov cock-
tails and street battles continue throughout
the night.

Saturday 7th March - The local People’s
Assembly of Exarcheia occupies the big
parking lot between Alexandros Grigoro-
pulos murder site and the heavily guarded
PASOK (Socialist Party) HQ in a move to
reclaim one of the city’s last open spaces
and demand its transformation into a park
rather than yet another block of ofyces. The
locals set up a day-long collective meal,

with wine and dances, hold workshops and
smash the asphalt, planting pine and olive
trees. In the evening a big painting, given
as a gift to the Greek insurgency by the Za-
patistas of Chiapas, was placed on the wall
of the building opposite the murder site,
already thick with hundreds of letters and
a marble plaque from the boy’s family. The
day ended in a big concert.

*Monday 9th March - Members of the Open
Assembly for Health occupy the cashiers
ofyce of the Red Cross Hospital in Athens
demanding free health care for all.

*Wednesday 1th March - Dock workers of
the Nautico-construction Zone of Piraeus
attack the fences and smash the main en-
trance of the Ministry of the Commercial
Navy in their effort to invade and occupy
the building. The workers are driven back
by the special-forces of the port police
through the use of pash-burst grenades.
Meanwhile workers of the Ministry of
Culture once again blockade the Acropolis
demanding their 4 months’ unpaid salaries
and re-employment of yred workers. Re-
luctant to turn the monument into another
battleground the President of the Republic
pledges to resolve their grievances.

AFriday 13th March - Riots break out in
Athens and Salonica in relation to the com-
ing trial of an anarchist, Yorgos Voutsis-
Vogiatzis, who was arrested 18 months ago
and is accused of bank robbery. In Athens,
the down-town market area and residen-
tial area of Kolonaki is gutted by protest-
ers who smash dozens of expensive shops,
luxury cars and banks. Journalists talk of
the greatest damage in the capital since the
December insurgency.

*Sunday 22nd March - The death of Kat-
erina Goulioni, a female prison activist
known for her struggle against the vaginal
inspection of inmates sparks a violent up-
rising in the Women’s Prison of Thebes.
Inmates refuse to return to their cells, and
burn and smash the jail premises, while a
protest march in solidarity with Goulioni
clashes with riot police forces outside the
prison. One section of the prison is said to
be seriously burned.

AThe job losses in Greece continue with the
GSEE (General Confederation of Greek
Workers) claiming 4,000 losses amongst
its members for February alone. With the
severity of the damage caused by the eco-
nomic crisis still unknown the Greek state
has been keen to bring in repressive meas-
ures against the growing anti-capitalist
movement. In the capital the government
has announced the introduction of a “rapid
reaction” armed police force, the introduc-
tion of police dogs on pedestrian patrols
and a “zero-tolerance” policy towards po-
litical violence. The Minister of Justice has
also announced the introduction of a new
law that will severely punish hoods, masks
and other distorting clothing in protest
marches. This is while the right-wing press
has been pushing for the government to re-
open the issue of university asylum (uni-
versities in Greece have asylum status from
the police thanks to the historic place that
student protesters played in toppling the
military junta). These measures are likely
to only escalate rather than dampen social
tensions as Greek workers continue to be
hit hard by the economic crisis.
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WORKPLACE ROUNDUP

hough the economic crisis hasn’t hit

the French economy as badly as here,
our neighbours across the channel have
been leading the way in showing how re-
sistance to the recession should be done.

March saw the second French general
strike in as many months, in protest against
the economic policies of the Sarkozy gov-
ernment. 350,000 people marched through
the centre of Paris, with student protests
following the next day against plans for
educational ‘reform’. The demos led to ri-
oting at Place de la Nation, after arbitrary
police roundups of young people. The
strikes were well attended, and enjoyed the
overwhelming support of the population,
with over 70% of those surveyed saying
that they backed the action.

By comparison, on this side of the wa-
ter, the TUC’s efforts have been paltry. So
far, they’ve managed to put out a handbook
on how to ‘deal with’ the recession. That’s
right - nothing about how to yght against
the bosses who are trying to make us pay
for their crisis through cuts and layoffs.
Nothing on how to take the yght to their
partners in government, who are hacking at
public sector pay and looking to claw back
the cash spent on the banking bailouts by
taking the axe to public services. They’ve
also organised a bog standard A to B march
for the G20 summit on the 28th of March
which will be addressed by the standard te-
dious labour has-beens.

Though there is a tradition of struggle in
France which has been absent in this coun-
try since the Thatcher government gave
working people a serious kicking, we need
to take a leaf out of the book of French
workers. All people who need to work for
a living are going to have to show some
strength if we’re going to avoid a hammer-
ing — and this is true irrespective of trade or
grade, the colour of our skin or whether our
collars are blue or white.

*Postal workers wildcat

Postal workers in Lincolnshire were out on
wildcat strike for three days in March, af-
ter bosses implemented signiycant changes
to job descriptions and working practices
without consultation or notiycation. The
changes would have meant workers being
made to do tasks which they weren’t trained
for, on the day they were announced. Two
workers were suspended for raising health
and safety questions, sparking the walk-
out.

The strikers have returned to work pending
an ofycial ballot from the Communication
Workers’ Union.

ASacked city cleaners continue the yght
Cleaners working for the Mitie company
in the city of London have continued their
campaign against their dismissal.

The cleaners were sacked after they com-
plained about being shifted onto night
shifts without consultation and without any
pay increase for the antisocial hours. They
believe that they were sacked for prior or-
ganising work and winning an increase in
pay to the London living wage. The clean-
ers are members of the Unite union, which
has so far failed to back the protests.

The workers have been protesting regular-
ly against the company, and have received
support and solidarity from fellow clean-
ers, workers in the ofyces where they were
contracted, and from the Latin American
community. Meanwhile, the company’s
lawyers have been threatening the sacked
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cleaners, claiming that their protests are ‘li-
bel” against the company.

eUnite union sells pay cut to its mem-
bers

The Unite union has rolled over and sold a
pay cut of 10% to its members at Toyota,
claiming the measure will bring ‘stability’
to the workers.

Toyota is cutting wages and production at
its plants throughout the UK, and aims to
take the drop in demand out of the wages
of its operational workforce. The union has
been complicit in selling this attack to its
members, claiming that in doing so “none
of our membersd beneyts are eroded and
that these skilled workers will remain in
place and at work ready for when the up-
turn comes.” Presumably the union bosses
donft see decent wages as a fibeneyto.

The cuts follow similar events throughout
the industry. Unions recently negotiated a
pay cut for their members at JCB, in order
to avoid redundancies. Bosses made the
pay cut, and sacked the workers anyway.
Recovery is a long way away, and it is far
from clear how this crisis, the worst since
the war, can be dealt with. If we continue
to allow unions to sell attacks on us to their
membership we stand to receive a real
hammering during this recession. Bosses
will use any sign of weakness to make us
pay for their crisis. We have to struggle in
our interests to get what we need, and if our
bosses plead poverty, that’s their problem.
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ACTIONS AGAINST IMMIGRATION
PRISONS IN MANCHESTER

,500 people are currently locked up in

13 British immigration prisons. Phil
Woolas, the minister for immigration and
borders, is seeking the expansion of the
detention estate to 4,000 spaces. 30,000
people pass through one of those prisons
every year, including 2,000 children. All
are held for indeynite periods without trial
or sentence.

The way the British state treats asylum
seekers is with a mixture of brutality and
bureaucratic indifference. Thousands of
people wait for years in a state of limbo,
unable to work and moved around at whim.
They are subjected to vile abuse on a daily
basis on the street and in so-called respect-
able national newspapers like the Mail and
Express.

Asylum seekers are scapegoats for the
failings of the housing, health and beneyts
systems. The way they are treated rein-
forces nationalist myths and fosters racism.
We oppose this treatment not only because
it is inhumane but also because nationalism
and racism weaken us in our yght against
cutbacks and for a better society.

Some of these people are imprisoned in
Pennine House, the immigration prison
located at Manchester Airport in Terminal
2. Pennine House can now hold up to 32

detainees, double its previous capacity. As
a so-called residential short-term holding
facility, it can hold people for up to seven
days until they are released, deported or
transferred to other ‘long-term’ detention
centres. Phil Woolas, the minister in charge
of immigration, is the MP for Oldham East,
which is on the edge of Greater Manchester
and is the home of a large ethnic minority
population.

Manchester No Borders decided to or-
ganise two actions to draw attention to this
appalling situation. On Friday 13th March
two dozen activists from Manchester and
Oldham descended on Phil Woolas’s con-
stituency surgery in Oldham as his last
visitor left. He was detained for twenty
minutes and only freed when the police ar-
rived.

On Saturday 21st March 70 protestors
assembled in Manchester’s Albert Square
for a rally before heading off by bike and
train to the airport to protest outside Penine
House. Manchester No Borders website
reports the events:

“After arriving at Pennine House it be-
came clear that the police were prepared
for us. They had constructed a protest pen
inside the detention prison car park and
there were lots of police ofycers and FIT

teams present. The group refused to enter
the protest pen and ignored all attempts by
police ofycers to make them do so. After
spending half an hour listening to more
speeches, chanting and pyering passers-by
the group decided to leave the car park.

“After leaving, the police attempted to
contain the group and escort them back
to the train station for “their own safety”.
The group refused this and instead moved
around the police line and made their way
back to the train station and towards home.
During this the police became physical
with several demonstrators. Additional
TAU vans, dog and horse units were also
called in but not deployed. Terminal 2 was
closed during this.

“This action was the culmination of sev-
eral weeks of events aimed at highlighting
the links between government migration
policy, immigration minister Phil Woolas
and Pennine house, located at Manchester
airport.”

Members and supporters of the Anarchist
Federation in Manchester continue to sup-
port our comrades in No Borders, and have
been present on recent actions.

Manchester No Borders:
www.nobordersmanchester.blogspot.com

SHELL TO SEA ACTIVISTS OCCUPY
OFFICE IN BELMULLET

n Monday, 16th March, seven mem-

bers of the Rossport Solidarity Camp
occupied the Shell ofyce in Belmullet,
County Mayo, for over an hour, in support
of Maura Harrington.

Maura Harrington was sentenced to 28
days in prison after Judge Mary Devins
found her guilty of assaulting a Garda dur-
ing an incident at Pollathomais Pier. A Shell
to Sea spokesmen said of this incident, “On
the 11th June 2007 at Pollathomais in the
region of 20 local people received injuries
in relation to Garda? forcing their way il-
legally onto private property, yet no Garda
has ever been brought to justice as a result
of this incident. Instead now that Shell is
about to begin their works in Glengad, it
seems that the State operation against the

community has kicked into gear”. Speak-
ing at Belmullet court, local ysherman Pat
O’Donnell stated that “It’s a sad indict-
ment of the country when a brave lady
like Maura is put in jail for defending her
community and standing up to corruption
and greed; while all the corporate execu-
tives and bankers seem to only get golden
handshakes for their corruption and greed.
Maura Harrington is a political prisoner
sentenced at the behest of Shell”. Maura
refused to sign a bond that would prevent
her from interfering with Shell’s opera-
tions in Mayo for a year and also refused to
pay 01000 to the Garda Benevolent Fund.
Judge Devins has directed Ms Harrington
to undergo psychiatric assessment. Judge
Mary Devins is the wife of Government

Minster Jimmy Devins.

Shell to Sea is an international non-violent
campaign, rooted in the Erris community.
It seeks to ensure that the proposed Corrib
gas terminal and pipeline are constructed
offshore, as is best practice. In doing this
it also seeks to highlight the negligent en-
vironmental, health, safety, planning and
economic consequences of this govern-
ment backed plan.

Please send messages of support to:
Maura Harrington

Dochas Centre

Mountjoy Prison

N Circular Road

Dublin 7



paper of the anarchist federation 5

TWO DECADES ON-
THE GREAT POLL TAX REVOLT

f you’ve been following media reports

on the 25th Miners’ Strike anniversary
closely enough, you may have heard men-
tion of how the state had, since the mid-
1970s, carefully planned for working class
revolt in the steel and coal industries. They
did this by stock-piling coal and increas-
ing reliance on nuclear energy and oil as
fuel, attacking trade unions and hiring non-
union labour, and introducing a “mobile
squad of police equipped and prepared to
uphold the law against violent picketing”
- also known as the riot police! All these
things were used against the miners during
the 1984 strike. This is a prime example of
state forward-planning against the political
threat of ‘communism’ and working class
resistance.

Five years after the Miners’ Strike the
Thatcher government was feeling cony-
dent, and wanted to change the way local
government was funded. To do this they
would get rid of the housing rates (paid per
house with an amount depending on its val-
ue) and introduce the Community Charge, a
pat rate per person - which quickly became
known as the Poll Tax. The revolt against
it is now legendary. Most importantly
though, this is one of the best examples of
our rulers ynding out that their subjects can
also plan ahead!

From April 1989, Poll Tax bills were
to be sent out in Scotland a year before it
came to England and Wales, and registra-
tion forms were to be delivered south of
the border. But in the months leading up
its introduction in Scotland, activists (in-
cluding anarchists and socialists) had been
hard at work canvassing support for a mass

non-payment campaign. Instead of any real
attempt to oppose the “Tory Tax’ the oppo-
sition Labour Party, with its many councils
afraid of the damage to their funding base,
had launched the non-political ‘Stop It’
campaign, which was expressly against “il-
legal’ non-payment. On the ground though,
things were very different. While registra-
tion forms were being burned in the street,
Eric Milligan, head of Lothian (Edinburgh)
region Labour council’s Finance Depart-
ment was on the attack, saying in April
1989, “As a socialist, | have no time for
tax-dodgers”. Likewise, although there was
some excellent action from workers, trade
union response to the Poll Tax was mealy-
mouthed and out of step with the anger of
residents who could not and would not pay
the new tax. Beneyts workers refused to
act as ‘snoopers’. Manchester postal work-
ers took unofycial action, refusing to sort
registration forms for delivery. Sadly, the
action later collapsed in the face of both
union and management opposition. But at
the same time, council ofycials were hav-
ing doors slammed in their faces and were
being chased off the streets. The popular
revolt came as a huge shock to Labour,
and in December 1989, Eric Milligan was
forced to concede, “Such is the scale of the
non-payment movement in our region that
we may have to write-off large sums of
outstanding poll tax.”

What had made the anti-poll tax cam-
paign so successful was not the stand-
ard methods of the Left - trade unionism,
workplace-only action and sucking up to
Labour, but community self-organisation
that had begun as early as 1987. The de-

mand “Don’t Collect’”by councils had
mostly fallen on deaf ears and it was the
fiDondt Registerd and fiDondt Payo slogans
that had found a resonance. Door-to-door
leapeting and public meetings explained
just how many people were not paying,
and that you could join them! Anti-Poll
Tax groups were being set up not just one
per town, but many per neighbourhood. In
October 1988, six months before the reg-
istration deadline in Scotland, there were
already 23 local groups in Edinburgh and
31 in Glasgow, and in a MORI poll, 42% of
people said they would support a non-pay-
ment campaign. Not only that, but Scottish
groups started visiting newly formed anti-
poll tax groups in England to spread con-
ydence and tactics, and vice-versa. So by
the time the bills were sent out in England
and Wales, we were more than prepared to
yght and win.

Our communities will need to ynd this
kind of strength again. While councils are
beginning to cut services and jobs, the
threat of massive council tax increases
are just around the corner. Furthermore, in
Scotland, council authorities are still pur-
suing individuals and even partners of Poll
Tax non-payers, using tactics like freez-
ing bank accounts. The key lesson from
the Poll Tax is that local councils are not
our friends, especially when the going gets
tough economically. So, as more and more
people become unable to pay bills, at the
same time as supporting and encouraging
workers who are preparing to yght job cuts
and wage freezes, we must plan to yght
council bureaucrats, courts, snoopers and
bailiffs.

Find out more:

*Beating the Poll Tax - ACE
pamphlet No.4. Available from
the AF website

*Poll Tax Rebellion - Book by
Danny Burns, AK Press, 1992

*Nasty Scottish Tax Collectors
Still Chasing - Article in Re-
sistance no 102 (www.afed.org.
uk/res/reslist102.html)






