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albert camus

Albert Camus in the offices of Le Libertaire
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Three reviews of pamphlets published by Past Tense. All Past Tense pamphlets can be ordered via
Past tense c/0 56a Info Shop, 56 Crampton Street, London SE17 OAE, or via www.past-tense.org.uk

Set the people free: the opposition to ID cards in North
London, 1950 (and 2006). David King. Past Tense. 14 pages.
Identity cards were introduced into Britain
during the First World War. The government
was purely interested in how many men
were still available for recruitment. Under
the National Registration Bill, introduced in
July 1915, personal information on the adult
population was compiled in local registers.
One the War Cabinet discovered how many
men were still available for national service,
politicians’ interest in National Registration
waned. By July 1919 the register was
abandoned. During the Second World
War ID cards and a national register were
brought in under the National Registration
Act of 1939. Failure to produce a card when
asked by a policeman would result in fines
or 3 months in prison. The police demanded
to see ID cards as a routine event. As C.H.
Rolph, an ex-policeman, noted:
“The police who had by now got used to the
exhilarating new belief that they could get
anyone’s name and address for the asking.

If you picked up a fountain pen in the street
and handed it to a constable, he would ask
to see your identity card ... you seldom
carried it, and this meant that he had to give
you a little penciled slip requiring you to
produce it at a police station within two
days.”

“A shabby London
suburb”: a walk around
the working class
and radical history of
Hammersmith. Past Tense.
18 pages.

Reds on the Green: A
short tour of Clerkenwell
radicalism. Written by
Fagin. Past Tense. £2.00.
72 pages.

A guided
walk around
Hammersmith and
its radical history.
William Morris,
the anarchist tailor
James Tochatti,
the New Model
Army agitators,
the Levellers, Lucy
Parsons - they’re all in this little pamphlet.

In a debate in the Commons in 1947 it was
pointed out that 20,000 deserters were at
large. Despite not having ID cards they
were able to obtain food and clothing
(rationing was still in place) and so ID cards
were of little value. Clarence Willcock,
a Liberal, was stopped by police whilst
driving and asked to produce his ID card.
He refused and then refused to produce it at
a police station within 2 days. He was fined
thirty shillings. He then appealed and the
case was taken to High Court. It was ruled
that whilst the appeal was dismissed, no
costs would be given against the appellant.

And on to
Clerkenwell with
a more substantial
pamphlet. A
fascinating tour,
featuring Wat Tyler
and the Peasants’
Revolt, the notorious
rookeries (slums),
the London Mob,
the master thief Jack
Sheppard, the Gordon riots, the Chartists,
the Fenians, Lenin, the anarchists Dan
Chatterton and Guy Aldred. An enthralling
and well illustrated history of the district.

Willcock then started a campaign against
ID cards. They were withdrawn in 1952.
Willcock’s campaign had only a marginal
effect on withdrawal, but they did affect the
statistics for police arrests and prosecution
over ID cards as figures fell, with police
becoming more reluctant to prosecute if
there were appeals.
This pamphlet examines this history and
how ID cards could be resisted in the future.
The Government has learnt from the past
and realised that the only way that people
will keep cards is if they are linked to
something they need. WW2 cards were tied
to rationing and now the Government is
linking it to passports, and are considering
linking it to the DVLA vehicle licensing
database and using automatic number plate
recognition. Plus the police have already
tested mobile fingerprinting technology.

The Communist Club.
Keith Scholey. Past Tense.
20 pages

The Communist
Club was founded by
German émigrés in
London in 1840. It
played an important
role in the radical
politics of London
and Europe during the
mid to late nineteenth
and early twentieth
centuries. It linked
Chartism, utopian socialism, the First
International, early anarchism, and the first
Marxist groups in Britain. Its fascinating
story is told in this little pamphlet. The
anarchists Frank Kitz, John Neve, Johann
Most and Errico Malatesta feature in its
history.
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Back issues of Organise! are still available
from the London address. They cost 20p
each + SAE. Alternatively, send us a fiver
and we’ll send you one of everything plus
whatever else we can find lying around.
Issue 27: LA riots; Yugoslavia; Malcomn
X.
Issue 50: GM foods; Who owns the land;
War in Kosovo; Ireland - the ‘peace’
process.
Issue 51: War in Kosovo; Roots of our
movement; Land and freedom; East Timor.
Issue 52: Mass direct action; East Timor;
Youth resistance to the nazis; Workplace
notes.
Issue 54: Civil war in Colombia; Humans
and animals; Giving up activism; Dissent.
Issue 55: Land and ecology; Kropotkin and
tribal society; Mental health.
Issue 56: Anti capitalism; Riots in Oldham;
Anarchist culture.

Organise!
...on the net
Articles from Organise! can be found on
the internet at www.afed.org.uk
You can also email us at
organise@afed.org.uk

Issue 57: The war against terror; Class war
in Argentina; ADD; Primitivism.
Issue 58: Argentina: growing resistance;
Paganism; Immigrant labour; Angola 3; US
anarchist poets; Yellow House
Issue 59: Anarchism and Sex; Class
Struggle in China; Arditi del Popolo;
Scottish nationalism; Prison Industry;
Zazous in Vichy France; Ito Noe.
Issue 60: Iraq War; Argentina; White Boys
in Ireland; Fatherhood; Yelenski’s fable;
Senna Hoy.
Issue 61: Anti-war action; Argentina
autonomous movement; New Economy;
Airline strike; Punk Rock; Paris Commune;
Prison Human Rights.
Issue 62: Participatory economics;
Anarchist movement in Argentina; Camille
Pissarro; International or Anarchist
Federations.
Issue 63: Anarchist movement in
Argentina- part two; Nanotechnology;
Resistance in Iraq; School strikes.
Issue 64: G8 special; Casualisation; ID
cards; Women’s struggles in Iraq
Issue 65: International special. Reports
from Australia, Belarus, China and Croatia.
Issue 66: The fight against ID cards;
Rossport; Mountain top removal;
Empowering prisoners; Spanish revolution
1936.
Issue 67: The anniversary issue: 20 years
of the AF, Hungarian revolution and
the British general strike; decroissance;
Belarusian anarchism.

Aims and principles
of the Anarchist Federation

1. The Anarchist Federation is an organisation of revolutionary
class struggle anarchists. We aim for the abolition of all
hierarchy, and work for the creation of a world-wide classless
society: anarchist communism.
2. Capitalism is based on the exploitation of the working class
by the ruling class. But inequality and exploitation are also
expressed in terms of race, gender, sexuality, health, ability and
age, and in these ways one section of the working class oppresses
another. This divides us, causing a lack of class unity in struggle
that benefits the ruling class. Oppressed groups are strengthened
by autonomous action which challenges social and economic
power relationships. To achieve our goal we must relinquish
power over each other on a personal as well as a political level.
3. We believe that fighting racism and sexism is as important as
other aspects of the class struggle. Anarchist-Communism cannot
be achieved while sexism and racism still exist. In order to be
effective in their struggle against their oppression both within
society and within the working class, women, lesbians and gays,
and black people may at times need to organise independently.
However, this should be as working class people as cross-class
movements hide real class differences and achieve little for them.
Full emancipation cannot be achieved without the abolition of
capitalism.
4. We are opposed to the ideology of national liberation
movements which claims that there is some common interest
between native bosses and the working class in face of foreign
domination. We do support working class struggles against
racism, genocide, ethnocide and political and economic
colonialism. We oppose the creation of any new ruling class. We
reject all forms of nationalism, as this only serves to redefine
divisions in the international working class. The working class
has no country and national boundaries must be eliminated.
We seek to build an anarchist international to work with other
libertarian revolutionaries throughout the world.
5. As well as exploiting and oppressing the majority of people,
Capitalism threatens the world through war and the destruction of
the environment.
6. It is not possible to abolish Capitalism without a revolution,
which will arise out of class conflict. The ruling class must
be completely overthrown to achieve anarchist communism.
Because the ruling class will not relinquish power without the use
of armed force, this revolution will be a time of violence as well
as liberation.

7. Unions by their very nature cannot become vehicles for the
revolutionary transformation of society. They have to be accepted
by capitalism in order to function and so cannot play a part in
its overthrow. Trades unions divide the working class (between
employed and unemployed, trade and craft, skilled and unskilled,
etc). Even syndicalist unions are constrained by the fundamental
nature of unionism. The union has to be able to control its
membership in order to make deals with management. Their aim,
through negotiation, is to achieve a fairer form of exploitation
of the workforce. The interests of leaders and representatives
will always be different from ours. The boss class is our enemy,
and while we must fight for better conditions from it, we have to
realise that reforms we may achieve today may be taken away
tomorrow. Our ultimate aim must be the complete abolition
of wage slavery. Working within the unions can never achieve
this. However, we do not argue for people to leave unions
until they are made irrelevant by the revolutionary event. The
union is a common point of departure for many workers. Rank
and file initiatives may strengthen us in the battle for anarchist
communism. What’s important is that we organise ourselves
collectively, arguing for workers to control struggles themselves.
8. Genuine liberation can only come about through the
revolutionary self activity of the working class on a mass scale.
An anarchist communist society means not only co-operation
between equals, but active involvement in the shaping and
creating of that society during and after the revolution. In times
of upheaval and struggle, people will need to create their own
revolutionary organisations controlled by everyone in them.
These autonomous organisations will be outside the control of
political parties, and within them we will learn many important
lessons of self-activity.
9. As anarchists we organise in all areas of life to try to advance
the revolutionary process. We believe a strong anarchist
organisation is necessary to help us to this end. Unlike other socalled socialists or communists we do not want power or control
for our organisation. We recognise that the revolution can only be
carried out directly by the working class. However, the revolution
must be preceded by organisations able to convince people of the
anarchist communist alternative and method. We participate in
struggle as anarchist communists, and organise on a federative
basis. We reject sectarianism and work for a united revolutionary
anarchist movement.
10. We oppose organised religion and beliefs.

Join the AF! Find out more!

If you agree with the aims and principles of the Anarchist Federation (see above) then why not apply to join the organisation. Maybe
you want to find out more about what the AF thinks on a particular subject or the ideas we believe in. Perhaps you would just like to
be put on our mailing list.
Whatever you want to find out from us, please get in touch.
Write to our national contact at:
Anarchist Federation, BM ANARFED, London, WC1N 3XX
Alternatively you can email us at info@afed.org.uk or visit our website: www.afed.org.uk

