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X History

The AF has its roots in a number of
small anarchist groupings active in the
1970s. In addition, the founding
members were inspired by the rich
anarchist tradition on the Continent,
especially in France. Taking what we
thought was best from the past and from
abroad, the goal was to create an
anarchist . communist . organisation,
firmly based on the class struggle or
social anarchist tradition.

The project received crucial impetus
with the bringing on board of the
innovative  magazine Virus. The
Anarchist Communist Discussion was
then launched at the Anarchist Bookfair
in  October "1985. "We Treceived
remarkable interest in our project and
by April 1986, there was enough
stability to formalise the organisation
into the  Anarchist Communist
Federation. Though there is some
historic continuity with earlier-anarchist
groups in Britain, the new federation is
mainly a new phenomenon, drawing on
people new to anarchism in the 1980s.
We started out with a set of aims and
principles, which remainlargely-in-tact,
but there have still been considerable
development in our politics, as new
people join and offer new perspectives,
and as we develop our ideas in the
course of what is going on in the class
struggle itself. In the late 90s we
changed our name to the Anarchist
Federation, not because we had changed
our politics, but for pragmatic reasons.

www.iaf-ifa.org

X Aims and Principles

The central plank of our principles, like
all anarchist organisations, is the
recognition of the need to bring an end
to capitalism (in all its varieties) as well
as the State, which can never be used as
a vehicle to transform society. In
addition webelievethat these objectives
can only come about through a social
revolution, where the working class
organises itself to both ideologically
and physically overthrow the system.
Our definition of the working class is
broad, reflecting the fact that capitalism
has undergone significant changes. A
social revolution can only come about
as a result of the will of the vast
majority of the population, including
office and shop workers, public sector
employees, the unwaged, women
working in the home, children and
retired people, as well as the traditional
industrial workers. Anarchism is about
individuals changing as part of a general
social struggle. It is not about
individuals changing their lifestyle and
hoping capitalism will go away. Neither
do we fetishise violence, recognising
that the use of violence can produce
new hierarchies. The revolution will
primarily come about through non-
military means, as we develop our
power through a variety of social,
economic, political and cultural forms
of resistance. It is to this end that we
work. Nevertheless, we realise that it is
unavoidable and therefore do not hold
pacifism to be a point of principle.
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